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Resisting Apartheid, Building a Shared Democracy

Demolitions & Displacement in the occupied West Bank (including occupied
East Jerusalem) and within the state of Israel

Photo: community of Khirbet Humsah after demolition, 2 Feb 2021, Aref Daraghmeh, B'tselem

February 2021 Report




195 Demolished 5 Demolished 337 Displaced 376 Other Affected
Structures - structures (and the People People
OPT entire village of al
aragib demolished
twice) -
Israel
Structures Reason for
Location Date Demolished/ Displaced people | Affected people | Demolition stated
Confiscated by Israel?
Humsa - Al 1 Feb 13 residential 33 adults, 41 0 Lack of an Israeli-
Bgai'a, tubas 2021 structures, 13 children issued building
animal-related (11 households) permit / Area C
structures /Israeli-declared
Military Firing
Zone
Khirbet 1 Feb 1 retaining wall 0 2 adults, 3 Lack of an Israeli-
Jubara, 2021 children issued building
Tulkarm permit / Area C
Ras al Amud. 2 Feb 1 inhabited 2 adults, 2 0 Lack of an Israeli-
East 2021 residential children issued building
Jerusalem structure permit / East
Jerusalem / Self-
Demolition
Al Jalama, 2 Feb 13 livelihood 0 68 people Lack of an Israeli-
Jenin 2021 structures (13 households) issued building
permit / Area C
Al Kum, 2 Feb 1 agricultural 0 6 adults, 5 Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron 2021 structure children issued building
permit / Area C/
Self-Demolition
Humsa - Al 3 Feb 7 residential 28 adults, 33 0 Lack of an Israeli-
Bqgai'a, tubas 2021 structures, 10 children issued building
animal-related (9 households) permit / Area C/
structures, 6 Israeli-declared
mobile latrines, 3 Military Firing
dismantled Zone
structures, 2
structures used
for cooking, 9
other structures
Anata, 3 Feb 1 under- 0 2 adults, 4 Lack of an Israeli-
Jerusalem 2021 construction children issued building
residential permit / Area C

structure




Structures Reason for
Location Date Demolished/ Displaced people | Affected people | Demolition stated
Confiscated by Israel®
Hebron, 3 Feb 1 under- 0 2 adults, 5 Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron 2021 construction children issued building
residential permit / Area C
structure, 1
water cistern, 1
concrete wall
Anin, Jenin 3 Feb 6 livelihood 0 22 adults, 16 Lack of an Israeli-
2021 structures children issued building
(6 households) permit / Area C
Deir Samit, 4 Feb 1 inhabited 5 adults, 6 16 adults, 21 Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron 2021 under- children children issued building
construction (3 households) permit / Area C
residential house,
1 electricity
network (1.5 km),
1 structure used
as a resting place
Ein ar 8 Feb 1 water well 0 8 people Lack of an Israeli-
Rashrash, 2021 issued building
Ramallah permit / Area C
Humsa - Al 8 Feb 9 inhabited 28 adults, 33 0 Lack of an Israeli-
Bgai'a, tubas 2021 residential children issued building
structures, 5 (11 households) permit / Area C/
animal-related Israeli-declared
structures, 12 Military Firing
structures Zone
including shade-
sails and storage
Khirbet Yarza, | 8 Feb 2 inhabited 6 adults, 5 0 Lack of an Israeli-
Tubas 2021 residential children issued building
structures, 1 (2 households) permit/ Area C
toilet, 1
livelihood
structure
Bir Onah, 9 Feb 1 agricultural 0 4 people Lack of an Israeli-
Bethlehem 2021 structure, 1 issued building
retaining wall permit / East
Jerusalem
Sheikh Jarrah, | 9 Feb 1 uninhabited 0 2 adults, 1 child | Lack of an Israeli-
East 2021 residential issued building
Jerusalem structure permit / East

Jerusalem




Structures Reason for
Location Date Demolished/ Displaced people | Affected people | Demolition stated
Confiscated by Israel?
Umm Batin, 10 1 structure** Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Nagab Feb issued building
desert, South | 2021 permit /
Israel Recognised
Bedouin village
Khirbit al- 10 2 structures** Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Watan, Feb issued building
Nagab 2021 permit /
desert, South Unrecognised
Israel Bedouin village
Ar Rakeez, 10 1 toilet, 4 0 60 people Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron Feb | structures meant issued building
2021 to be used to permit / Area C
host people
Al Jiftlik-ash- 10 3 agricultural 0 21 adults, 10 Lack of an Israeli-
Shuneh, Feb water ponds children issued building
Jericho 2021 (4 households) permit / Area C
Susiya, 10 1 residential 0 4 adults, 3 Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron Feb structure children issued building
2021 permit / Area C
Khirbet at 10 1 mobile latrine 0 7 adults, 4 Lack of an Israeli-
Tawamin, Feb unit children issued building
Hebron 2021 permit / Area C
Khallet al 10 1 under- 0 4 adults, 1 child | Lack of an Israeli-
Foron, Feb construction issued building
Hebron 2021 agricultural permit/ Area C
structure
Marj Na’ja, 10 1 agricultural 0 4 people Lack of an Israeli-
Jericho Feb water pond issued building
2021 permit/ Area C
Umm al 10 1 livelihood 0 2 adults, 7 Lack of an Israeli-
Kheir, Hebron Feb structure children issued building
2021 permit / Area C
Tura al 10 2 inhabited 3 adults, 4 0 Punitive
Gharbiya, Feb residential children and Demolition
Jenin 2021 structures another (1 structure was
household of 4 punitively
people demolished, and
another
untargeted

structure was
damaged by the
explosion)




Structures Reason for
Location Date Demolished/ Displaced people | Affected people | Demolition stated
Confiscated by Israel®
Beit Ta’mir, 12 1 animal-related 0 5 adults, 3 Lack of an Israeli-
Bethlehem Feb structure children issued building
2021 permit / Area C/
Self-Demolition
Sur Bahir, 14 1 under- 0 3 adults, 5 Lack of an Israeli-
East Feb construction children issued building
Jerusalem 2021 residential permit / East
structure Jerusalem / Self-
Demolition
Jabal al 14 1 animal-related 0 2 adults, 2 Lack of an Israeli-
Mukabbir, Feb structure children issued building
East 2021 permit / East
Jerusalem Jerusalem / Self-
Demolition
Silwan, East 14 Part of an 0 5 adults, 3 Lack of an Israeli-
Jerusalem Feb inhabited children issued building
2021 residential permit / East
structure Jerusalem / Self-
Demolition
Ras al Amud, 16 1 inhabited 2 adults, 2 0 Lack of an Israeli-
East Feb residential children issued building
Jerusalem 2021 structure permit / East
Jerusalem
Humsa - Al 16 5 structures** Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Bqai'a, tubas Feb issued building
2021 permit / Area C/
Israeli-declared
Military Firing
Zone
Al aragib, 17 Entire village Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Nagab Feb demolished issued building
desert, South | 2021 permit /
Israel Unrecognised
Bedouin village
(183rd demolition
of the village)
Az-Zarnug, 17 1 structure** Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Nagab Feb issued building
desert, South | 2021 permit /

Israel

Unrecognised
Bedouin village




Structures Reason for
Location Date Demolished/ Displaced people | Affected people | Demolition stated
Confiscated by Israel®
Umm Batin, 17 1 structure** Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Nagab Feb issued building
desert, South | 2021 permit /
Israel Recognised
Bedouin village
Al ‘Isawiya, 22 1 inhabited 9 adults, 10 0 Lack of an Israeli-
East Feb residential children issued building
Jerusalem 2021 structure (4 households) permit / East
Jerusalem
Khirbet ad 22 1 under- 0 2 adults, 2 Lack of an Israeli-
Deir, Feb construction children issued building
Bethlehem 2021 residential permit / Area C
structure
Sur Bahir, 22 1 livelihood 0 2 adults, 3 Lack of an Israeli-
East Feb structure children issued building
Jerusalem 2021 permit / East
Jerusalem
Humsa - Al 22 12 residential 33 adults, 41 0 Lack of an Israeli-
Bgai'a, tubas Feb structures, 12 children (10 issued building
2021 animal-related households) permit / Area C/
structures, 4 Israeli-declared
water tank Military Firing
trailers, 4 plastic Zone
water tanks, 2
under-
construction
residential
structures
Al Hijra, 23 4 livelihood 0 13 adults, 6 Lack of an Israeli-
Hebron Feb structures children issued building
2021 (4 households) permit / Area C
Al Khadr, 23 1 inhabited 2 adults, 5 2 adults, 4 Lack of an Israeli-
Bethlehem Feb residential children children issued building
2021 structure, 1 permit / Area C
agricultural
structure, 1
animal-related
structure
Al aragib, 23 Entire village Unknown** Unknown** Lack of an Israeli-
Nagab Feb demolished issued building
desert, South | 2021 permit /

Israel

Unrecognised
Bedouin village
(184th demolition
of the village)




TOTAL 200 structures: 337 people 376 people 39 incidents
51 inhabited displaced (of affected (of on grounds of
residential which 151 which 124 lacking an Israeli-
structures, adults, 182 adults and issued building
8 uninhabited children 108 children permit, of which,
residential confirmed) confirmed) in 6 incidents the
structure, structures were
19 WASH-related Self-Demolished
structures, by the owner, 1
26 livelihood structure
structures, demolished as a
10 agricultural punitive act, and 1
structures, untargeted
43 animal-related structure was
structures,33 heavily damaged
other structures, by the demolition
10 structures of the above
(type unknown), mentioned
and the entire structure
village of al
aragib (unknown
number of
structures)
200 337 376 41

Notes:

1

There are four categories of demolitions:

Punitive demolitions: Houses demolished as punishment for the actions of people associated
with the houses.

Administrative demolitions: Houses demolished for lack of a building permit. This happens in
Area C and in East Jerusalem, under exclusive Israeli authority, though prior to the existence
of Areas A, B & Cit occurred in other areas as well. It is important to point out that in almost
all cases, Palestinians have no choice but to build "illegally" as permits are rarely granted

Land-clearing operations/Military demolitions: Houses demolished by the IDF in the course
of military operations for the purposes of clearing off a piece of land (for whatever reason),
achieve a military goal or to kill wanted persons as part of Israel’s policy of extrajudicial
executions..

Undefined demolitions: These include mainly demolitions resulting from land-clearing
operations and removal of Palestinian populations.

WASH stands for structures relating to water, sanitation and hygiene.

In many cases, notably in East Jerusalem, Israeli authorities condition Palestinians to either

demolish their properties themselves or have the authorities do so. In an attempt to avoid
having to pay the high fee of the Israeli authorities’ demolition operation and additional high
fines, many Palestinians are forced to self-demolish.



** No additional information was available

Above data is from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, B’tselem,
Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality

UPDATES

“The District Court Rejected the Appeal of 6 Families from Sheikh Jarrah

One paragraph for each family was all what the judges of the Jerusalem District Court
needed to determine the fate of 27 people from 6 families in Sheikh Jarrah. Yesterday, the
families received the verdict in the appeal they filed against the intention to evict them from
the four houses where the families have lived for nearly 70 years, in favor of settlers. The
court ordered them to vacate their homes within two and a half months until 2 May 2021.
The lawsuit is part of an organized move designed to dispossess a Palestinian community of
its home and establish a settlement in Sheikh Jarrah in its place. Hundreds of Palestinians in
Sheikh Jarrah are in a similar situation in court proceedings, and hundreds more in Batan Al-
Hawa in Silwan.

Last week, the Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court handed down another ruling ordering the
evacuation of four families (from the Shehadeh family) from their home in Batan Al-Hawa of
Silwan. Since the beginning of 2020 to the present day, judgments have been given in 14
eviction claims of settlers against families in the Batan Al-Hawa in Silwan and Sheikh Jarrah.
In the rulings, the Magistrate’s Court ordered the evacuation of 36 families with 165
people, including dozens of children. 7 cases in the Batan Al-Hawa for the evacuation of
107 people from 20 families; 7 cases in Sheikh Jarrah for the evacuation of 58 people from
13 families. All the families have filed appeals and are in various stages of hearing in the
district court, and some even in the Supreme Court. Dozens more families are in
proceedings and may receive evictions soon. If the government does not stop the move,
we might see massive evictions of families in the coming months.

The eviction lawsuits against the families of Skafi (13 individuals), Ja’uni (2 individuals) Abu
Hasna (6 individuals) and Alkurd (6 individuals) were filed by a company called “Nahalat
Shimon”, owned by a foreign company registered in Delaware (USA), which represents
settlers seeking to build a large settlement in Sheikh Jarrah. The settlers purchased the land
from two Jewish associations, the Sephardi Community Committee and the Knesset Israel
Committee, which claimed to have purchased the land at the end of the 19th century.

In 1948 the land, which was then without structures, came under Jordanian rule. The
Jordanians designated the land for the resettlement of dozens of Palestinian refugee
families, who exchanged their refugee status for homes in the newly-built neighborhood in
Sheikh Jarrah. After 1967, the Jewish organizations recovered the ownership rights of the
land based on the Legal and Administrative Matters Law (see below) and began to demand


http://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/verdict_appeal_Sheikh_Jarrah_100221.pdf
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https://peacenow.org.il/en/court-orders-the-eviction-of-another-3-families-in-sheikh-jarrah

that the refugee families vacate their homes. To that extent, the associations were
exercising the “right of return” of Jews to assets taken in 1948 (a right not afforded to
Palestinians).

Dozens of Palestinian families are in danger of being evicted

In recent years, the Nahalat Shimon settler company has filed numerous lawsuits against
dozens of families in Sheikh Jarrah in the Karem Ja’uni area, which are in various stages of
court hearings. On March 2020, eviction procedures against the Sabbagh family were
renewed after losing in court to the settlers in a similar lawsuit.

The settlement of Karem Ja’uni began in 2008 when the Al Kurd family was evicted from its
home, and in 2009 the Rawi, Hanoun and part of (another) al-Kurd families. Beforehand, in
the late 1990’s, settlers entered a few houses near Karem Ja’uni that were owned by Jews
before 1948. Apart from the Sabagh, Dajani, Dahudi and Hammad families, there are at least
seven additional eviction cases dealing with dozens of families in various stages of court
hearings in Karem Ja’uni. On the western side of the Sheikh Jarrah Neighborhood, in Um
Haroun, there are another few dozens of families facing eviction lawsuits by settlers, and in
Batan Al-Hawa in Silwan there are almost 100 families at risk of eviction.

The principle: the realization of the right of return for Jews

The houses in Karem Ja’uni were built in the 1950s by the Jordanian Housing Ministry as
part of a refugee rehabilitation project in which 30 houses were constructed in Sheikh Jarrah
for refugee families in return for waiving their status as refugees. It should be noted that the
process of registering the houses in the names of the refugees was not completed before
1967. After the area was transferred to Israeli control in the 1967 War, the Jewish
associations could take advantage of the lack of registration, and registered the land in their
name based on the Legal and Administrative Matters Law (1970).

(for the full report published by Peace Now, 16 February 2021:
https://peacenow.org.il/en/%d9%8dsheikh-jarrah-appeal-rejected-160221)
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